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proached them to within 2 m—and they continued feeding on the fruits when we left 
the site after 15 min of observation. 

The fruits of Flueggia virosa is eaten by children in Pemba and Zanzibar. In Pemba 
the shrub is called mususi mizU while on Zanzibar it is known as mkwamba. We tasted 
the ripe berries and found them pulpy and sweet. 

Chapin (1954) records instances of berries being found in the stomachs of four 
species of Anthreptes sunbirds and in three out of six stomachs of Olive Sunbirds N. 
olivacea in Zaire. In southern Africa Maclean (1985) records the Collared Sunbird 
Anthreptes collaris eating small berries. 
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A breeding record for the African Spoonbill Platalea alba in Tanzania 

On 10 August 1990 at Lake Eyasi (35°20E, 3°26S) in northern Tanzania, I found a 
small colony of African Spoonbills Platalea alba. The water level in the lake was high 
for the time of year but was receding quite fast and the small island on which the birds 
were nesting was only some 100 m from the shore with the surrounding water 60 cm 
deep. 

Tliere were 26 active nests, 14 with young, some of which could walk; the remaining 
nests contained eggs. Some clutches were still being incubated but a few were probably 
abandoned. An abandoned egg measured 71.4 x 45.1 mm. A more rounded, less pointed 
egg found at the nesting site measured 91.6 x 58.6 mm and was probably of a Pink- 
backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens from an earlier breeding attempt. 

Britton (1980) does not list Lake Eyasi as a breeding locality for the African 
Spoonbill and Brown & Britton (1980) give laying dates as February to April for 250 
records and May for one record within their Region C, which includes Lake Eyasi. 
However, within their Region D, less than 100 km to the west, breeding is “much more 
elastic” and includes July and August. 

References 

Brown, L.H. Sc Britton, P.L. 1980. The breeding seasons of East African birds. Nairobi: 
EANHS. 

Britton, P.L. 1980 (ed). Birds of East Africa. Nairobi: EANHS. 


N. E. Baker, Box 23404, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 


Scopus 17: 61, June 1993 


Received 11 October 1991 





